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Lord & Lady Boyce, Master Don Lunn & Mrs. Lunn, Chairman of Selsey Town Council Mike Beal, Honoured Guests, Ladies & Gentlemen.  It is my great pleasure to welcome you all here tonight, to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of Selsey Lifeboat Station.
Lord Boyce, with 235 lifeboat stations under your command, we are delighted that you and Lady Boyce have honoured us with your presence to present the Station with its 150th Certificate on Vellum and we do sincerely thank you for this.
Master, our long association with the Guild of Freemen of the City of LONDON has been extremely important to us. Your fund raising towards our "City of London" Lifeboat and your continuous funding support is very much appreciated. In this room tonight are many past and present management, crew and fund-raisers who have been honoured with the Freedom of the City of LONDON and I know how much this means to each and every one of us. We are delighted to have you and Doreen with us tonight.
Twelve months ago we set up a small committee to decide what we should do for this special year. Most of the events, and these have been many, have now taken place very successfully, but the one thing above all was to have a celebration to say thank you to all of you who over the years have made this Lifeboat Station what it is today.
In your commemorative menu you will see the names of companies and supporters who, without question, have contributed to tonight's dinner. some are here with us tonight. We welcome Riverside Medical who have travelled down from Derby. You couldn't live further from the sea but through Neil you have supported many of our fund raising activities and are great supporters of the RNLI. Also, local businesses. Selsey Press, Pete Horton Plumbing & Heating and, of course, Selsey Town Council. Also with us tonight we have Janet & Colin Bignall from the Lifeboat Inn. Throughout the years they have supported us in all our Fund Raising events. A fact not generally known is that the Lifeboat Inn provides sandwiches for the crew after every training night.  
what better time for me to publicly thank you all
We have had a fantastically successful year. It all started back in April with the Manhood Community College Sponsored Walk, closely followed by our own Station Sponsored Walk in May. In June we held the re-enactment of the arrival of the first Lifeboat that came to Selsey in 1861, drawn by four shire horses, and finally, of course, Lifeboat Week, which broke all records by raising over £18,000.

a  year that all the fund-raisers should be really proud of
These events couldn't have happened without some outside help and we are delighted to welcome Peter and Hilary cooper here tonight. Peter, the firework display you provide free of charge each year not only raises a great deal of money, but it provides excellent entertainment for the people of Selsey, and we do thank you for your continuing support. Also with us tonight are Alistair & Jackie Ghinn. For the past 16 years Alistair has organised the Raft Race on Lifeboat Day, which as you all know has gone from strength to strength.   I'll never forget the raft built as a 150th Anniversary cake this year, which was a sight to see. Thank you, Alistair, for your continuing support.
We are delighted to welcome our flank stations here tonight. It's great to see Jonathan and the team from Hayling, Nick and the team from Littlehampton, & Simon & Mark from Shoreham. We all work closely together and we do thank you for your co-operation throughout the years and your support on Lifeboat Day.
But, Ladies and Gentlemen, I know our guests will forgive me when I say that 
Tonight is about us, each and every one of you!!!
Three boathouses, 11 new all-weather lifeboats, numerous inshore lifeboats, past and present management, coxswains and crews, re-housing crews, medical officers, fund raisers, lifeboat association members, boathouse and museum attendants. All of you and those before you have played your part in getting Selsey Lifeboat Station through the last 150 years, and look at your achievements! All listed in your commemorative menu. Gold badges, bronze and silver medals for bravery, awards for services and the prestigious Ralph Glister award.   
Looking back, let's not forget one or two who have gone before us. It would be impossible to mention them all, but here are just a few:
Molly Wood who started fund-raising with second-hand clothes from her seafront bungalow, Ron Carbines, who started the Selsey Lifeboat Newsletter, Jean Warwick who started Lifeboat Day with just three stalls on the green, from which little acorn we now have one of the largest Lifeboat Weeks along the South Coast, John Hutchinson and Dennis Fleming-Chart, who meticulously counted the boathouse and shop boxes for many years. They will all be remembered.  
I'm sure you will agree that the 150th Anniversary Committee have done a grand job in getting you all together tonight. We thank them all for their efforts, but special thanks must go to DLA John Williams for organizing the financial support, and to Tracy and Jean for the planning and administration. Well done all of you. Thanks also go to Max & Michael for tonight's photos & video display. And, of course, to Tina & the team at Bunn Leisure for making this evening so great.
Finally, ladies and gentlemen, the station has a lot to be proud of.  During the last few years the fund-raising team has on many occasions been top of the south-east region and Selsey Lifeboat Association's souvenir sales are the eighth highest in the region. But, above all, the past and present crews can be proud of their main achievement in having launched 1,937 times and for saving 1,350 lives at sea. What better achievement can there be?
Ladies and Gentlemen, please stand and join me in a toast to
Selsey Lifeboat Station
